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B I G Terms and Conditions
I D EA Big Idea Challenge 2017

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING

1. If you are an author or co-author of a business idea entered in the Big Idea, you must print or
type your name and student ID, and your signature on each page of this form, and fax, mail, or
bring it to Lamar University SBDC. Your name and signature on this Terms and Conditions
form indicates that you accept the terms and conditions stated herein. This form may not be
altered in any way. Any alterations will cause the associated entries to be judged invalid.

2. Entries can include no more than 1,000 words, plus the words on the original form.

3. Each author must be a registered student of Lamar University, LIT, Lamar State College-
Orange, or Lamar State College-Port Arthur at the time of entry submission.

4. Each author must put his or her name, student ID, and signature on each page of his or her
own copy of the Terms and Conditions form, and mail, fax, or bring the completed form to the
LU SBDC. Only one form is needed per author, even if that author submits more than one
business idea. Forms must be received before 5:00 PM March 31, 2017. The Center’s
contact information is:

Lamar University Small Business Development Center
4400 MLK Jr. Bivd
P.O. Box 10067
Beaumont TX, 77710
Phone: (409)880-2367
Fax: (409)880-2201
www.lamarbmt.sbdcnetwork.net

5. Entries received after the deadline (March 31, 2017 by 5 PM) will not be accepted. Any entry
that does not have a Terms and Conditions form signed by each author and placed on file by
March 31, 2017 by 5 PM will be dropped from the competition.

6. No single person may be an author or co-author on more than 10 entries.

7. Allideas entered must be the original ideas of the author or co-authors, or done with explicit
agreement of those who own the rights to the ideas, or those who contributed importantly to
the development of the ideas. By signing this form, all authors indicate that the ideas
submitted are their own original work, unless the entry form specifically states otherwise.
Authors must be aware that any ideas developed in the context of their employment may have
consequences for ownership of the ideas as a form of intellectual property.
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8. Plagiarism is a crime that occurs when one person passes off written material as his or her
own, when in fact that work originated elsewhere. While it is acceptable to negotiate with
another for a business idea, it is not acceptable to copy someone else’s written business idea
entry or copy sections of someone else's entry or other work and pass them off as your own.
By signing this form, all authors indicate that the written material in the business idea entry is
theirs and theirs alone.

9. Lamar University SBDC and Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies, at its discretion, may change
the deadlines or clarify rules associated with this event. Any changes will be posted to our
Web site at www.lamarbmt.sbdcnetwork.net.

10. All ideas must be submitted as e-mail attachments on the Entry Form (a Microsoft Word file).
Entry Forms can be downloaded from the Lamar SBDC’s website. Entry Forms that have
been altered will not be accepted. Send submissions to www.lamarbmt.sbdcnetwork.net.

11.The decisions of the judges are final. All judges act on their own, and not on behalf of any
employer or other organization. Judges have the right, but not the obligation, to reject
submissions which, in their opinion, involve entry forms that have not been properly completed.

12. All entries will be treated in confidence. All authors should strive to maintain the confidentiality
of their entries. Only author names, e-mail addresses, idea titles, and date and time of
submission will be made public by Lamar University SBDC and Institute for Entrepreneurial
Studies, along with information about whether or not the entry is complete. All judges to the
competition will sign non-disclosure agreements before they are permitted to view any entry.

13. All authors agree to permit their names and idea titles to be made public in whatever medium
the LU SBDC and IES chooses. At a minimum, all author names and idea titles will be posted
on the LU SBDC website. The Center reserves the right to use author names and idea titles in
promotions of the Big ldea.

14.1n the event that a dispute arises about the competition, these Terms and Conditions shall be
governed by laws of the USA and the State of Texas.

15.The Lamar University SBDC and Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies maximum liability, and
the liability of all personnel involved in the administration of Big Idea Challenge will be limited
to the amount payable to an individual winner.
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